NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 

VIDEO SLICK 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 
Ponsonby 
Auckland 


Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the film 
poster entitled: 

Pretty Perverts 

is Not Approved. 


if approval refused, the reasons for the decision: 

The video slick is not approved because it contains extremely degrading, dehumanising and 
demeaning representations of transgendered persons (who present as male-to-female pre¬ 
operative transsexuals). Prominent photographic images on the video slick have the effect of 
reducing the transsexuals depicted, and transsexual people in general, to a set of orifices for male 
sexual gratification. One large image takes up an entire page and a black dot has been 
superimposed over a part of the subject's anatomy, which has the effect of highlighting the area 
and thus intensifying the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning effect. Parts of the text describe 
transsexuals as objects for sexual use and add to the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning 
effect of the visual images. 

The Classification Office has weighed the competing considerations of the issues raised above and 
the right to freedom of expression set out in si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning nature of the video slick's images and text makes it likely 
that, if the slick were to be submitted under si 3(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993, it would be classified as objectionable. The likely injury to the public good 
caused by the availability of this advertising material is its potential to reinforce negative male 
attitudes towards transsexual people. The video slick is therefore not approved. Such a limitation 
on the right to freedom of expression is justified in order to prevent likely injury to the public good. 


Date: 27 September 2002 


For the Classification Office (signed): 
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